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Clean Construction Ordinance Fact Sheet

The goal of the clean construction ordinance is to minimize the public health risks and global warming impacts associated with diesel emissions from construction vehicles by establishing requirements relating to the use of ultra low sulfur diesel fuel and best available retrofit technology by construction and other city-owned vehicles.

I.
Directs the City of Boston to seek federal funds to retrofit its fleet of diesel vehicles and equipment. 

II.
Directs the City of Boston to apply the following new clean contract specs to be implemented on all public works construction projects budgeted over $500,000, that are funded in whole or in part by state or federal monies:

a.
Contractors will use cleaner burning ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel; and
b.
Contractors will install the best available retrofit technology to reduce diesel emissions from their vehicles and equipment up to 90%; if the highest level filter is not available for a particular model, they may use a filter that achieves 50% reductions; if the intermediary filter is not available for a particular model, they may use a filter that achieves 25% reductions. 

III.
The City reimburses contractors for retrofits during 4 years, between 2012 and 2016. During that time, the cost of retrofits shall not be considered in the contractor’s bid, so as to protect subcontractors and small business contractors from being at a disadvantage.  

IV.
Effective immediately, diesel engines or equipment powered by an engine model year older than 1993 may not be used on City jobs budgeted over $500,000. These are the most polluting engines, entirely unregulated by the EPA until the mid-1990s, and cannot be retrofit unless the engine has been upgraded first. 

V.
After 2014, pre-1994 diesel vehicles and equipment may not be used on City jobs budgeted over $500,000.

VI.
Exemptions and Waivers:

a.
Vehicles used less than 3 days over the life of the project are exempt.

b.
Emergency vehicles may apply for a waiver.

VII.
Contractors shall provide the City a list of their equipment, with documentation on the installed devices, prior to beginning work. 

VIII.
Contractors may be fined for noncompliance or for falsely reporting that equipment has been retrofit, when in fact it has not, or not to the appropriate standards. 
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For more information, contact: 

Staci Rubin at Alternatives for Community & Environment 617.442.3343 x 236, Staci@ace-ej.org or Vanessa Green at Clean Water Action 617.338.8131 x 211, Vgreen@cleanwater.org. 


